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Upcoming Events
Move-in date for College Students August 16 -17th
Master Plan for College Students August 17th

Fifth Year Celebration of KAP September 4th

Guest Speaker - September 4th
Temple Grandin

KAP Fall Semester Starts September 8th

LifeSkills Run For Autism September 13th

www.autismrun.org

Run for Autism

On September 13, 2008 , LifeSkills will be p , gr amos

hosting A2008 Run for
Autism Program. The race will begin at the
Clinical Education Complex and will include an 8k
Wheelchair run, 8k Run, and a 1 mile Family
Walk. The run is great practice for the Medical
Center 10k, and will benefit a great cause.

All participants that complete the race will
receive a commemorative pin. Awards will also
be given to overall winners in several categories.
There will be FREE games, inflatables, ice
cream, and family friendly entertainment. For
more information go to www.autismrun.org.

Schedule of Event
6:00 am Check-in & Race Day Registration
7:55 am 8k Wheelchair Start
8:00 am 8k Run Start
9:00 am 1-Mile Family Walk
9:15 am Family Entertainment (TBA)
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Mark Your Calendar!

Guest Speaker
Dr. Temple Grandin

Please join us for the Kelly Autism

fifth

year I
Temple Grandin, Ph.D. on September 4, 2008 .
The celebration will begin at 9:00a.m.

Dr . Grandin i s Kk nown
accomplished and well-known adult with autism
i n t he worl d. o She S a
handling equipment designer and author of sev-
eral books including Emergence: Labeled
Autistic. She has written over five books dis-
cussing the topic of autism. A book signing will
be taking place on the day of the celebration.

She will have two presentations held for
students, parents and the community to attend.
The first presentation begins at 3:00pm and the
second at 7:00pm on September 4, 2008 at the
Mas s Medi a Technol ogy H ¢
Campus.




Rich Mancil, New Assistant Director

The summer session, my first in Kentucky,
is coming to a close here at the Kelly Autism
Program. Before beginning this fall, | would like to
introduce myself to the WKU and KAP community.
My name is Richmond Mancil, Ph.D. | recently
moved from Orlando, FL with my wonderful wife
and two lovely children, a boy and a girl. | am an
Assistant Professor within the College of Education
and Behavioral Sciences. | received my under-
graduate degree in mathematics education and
masters degree in behavior disorders from Georgia
Southern University and my Ph.D. from the
University of Florida with an emphasis in autism.

My primary area of research focuses on
children with autism spectrum disorders (ASD) and
their families. | also have an interest in virtual envi-
ronments and their learning and how it impacts
teacher preparation. Prior to coming to WKU and
KAP, | was at the University of Central Florida
(UCF) where | conducted autism research and
developed online autism courses. Prior to UCF, |
was a research assistant at the University of Flor-
ida where | developed the autism online endorse-
ment and worked on several research grants
related to examining the social communicative
behaviors of young children with ASD.

| have served on several organizational
boards in many capacities such as the President of
the Florida Division for Developmental Disabilities
and am a member of the Division for Developmen-
tal Disabilities Publications Committee. In addition,
| serve on numerous editorial review boards such
as Beyond Behavior, Journal of Early Intervention,
and Focus on Autism and Other Developmental
Disabilities. | look forward to working with the chil-
dren and their families here at KAP and WKU.
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We are pleased to have Rich Mancil as new Assis-
tant Director at the Kelly Autism Program.

New Summer Staff!
Kelsey Beach: Kelsey is a incoming freshmen
from Bowling Green, KY. She will be majoring
in Special Education. While attending Green-
wood high school, Kelsey was involved with
Student Council for Exceptional Children.

Mary Crutcher: Mary is an art education major
from Hendersonville, TN. Mary gives art les-
sons to children, and in the past has given les-
sons to individuals with disabilities. Mary will be
graduating in December.

Erin Engler:  Erin recently graduated with a
double major in Exceptional Education and His-
tory. She is from Princeton, KY . Erin has been
very active with the CEC Quiz bowl. In the fall,
Erin will begin teaching in Elkton, KY.

Christy Guenther:  Christy is a senior majoring
in elementary education from Hendersonville,
TN. Christy has tutored many children since the
age of ten, and has an extensive background in
music and math.

Joe Lyon: Joe is a graduate of Western Ken-
tucky University, majoring in physical education
and is from Hopkinsville, KY. He is seeking ad-
mission to the graduate program in exception
education. Currently, Joe works at Warren East
High School in a Exceptional Education class-
room.

Jamie Merritt: Jamie is a senior communica-
tion disorders major from Whitesville, KY. Jamie
is recently engaged! She looks forward to work-
ing at KAP in the fall, and has loved getting to

| know all the participants.

Rachel Reetzke: Rachel is a junior majoring in
Communication Disorders from Franklin, KY.
She is a spirit master and active member of Chi
Omega Sorority at Western Kentucky Univer-
sity. Rachel is a part of Up til Dawn Fundrais-
ing for St. Judes and co-chair of Relay for Life.
Rachel has loved working here this summer
and looks forward to the Fall.



Elementary Summer Program!

This summer the elementary group had
loads of fun! Each week, the participants
focused on a topic from the Bernstein Bears
book series, such as Being Messy, Going to the
Doctor, and How to be a Friend. They also
created a number of beautiful art pieces each
day from American flags made with tissue paper
to homemade instruments made out of dried
beans.

Music
time is also a
major part of

the  summer

with  singing

and dancing to

our  favorite

songs  such

as, nSal ly t he
Camel o0, and ABr own

The participants even had a full week where
Very Special Arts (VSA) came to KAP and
showed new art i deas

forget all the socials either! Which included the
Imagination Station, bowling and pizza, and
Dinosaur World. This summer has definitely
been a smash hit and
what 6s in store for

Elementary participants: Henry Pepper,
Michael and Will Sutkowski work during arts
and craft time with staff, Joe Lyon.

Middle School and High School

Summer Program!
This summer at the Kelly Autism Program
participants focused on was improving their job
skills and job responsibilities. For at least an
hour out of the day twice a week the middle
school and high school participants traveled to
their designated job sites. The middle school age
participants were escorted to their job site by a
staff member where they worked as a volunteer.
As for the high school participants, they received
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independently from KAP staff. By sending the
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would learn several important life skills. For
example, they learned the importance of hard

Also the participants had a
great time simply interacting with the staff and the
other KAP participants while working. Dillon
Grimes a KAP participant could not help but tell
all his friends about how much fun he had had at
his job. Westen Williams another participant said
he loved helping people find books at his job site.
As a whole, going to the different job sites was a
wonderful experience for the participants and the
staff.

We would like to give
a
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to Ricky Grider, for
cutting all the wood

for our DVD shelves,
and our soap box

derby cars.
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